III. Methodology
The purpose of this action is to present the methodology used to answer the research question: What kinds of people are more or less likely to support tougher laws on gun control?” The dependent variable chosen for this study is the support for federal gun control laws. Also the following six independent variables that have been chosen for this study: Party affiliation, political ideology, Education level, Sex, age, race and religion preference. The independent variables have been grouped into categories: Political, social and cultural. The variables party and ideology are under the political category. In the social category are the education, age and sex. Under the cultural views category there are two variables; Race and religion are considering in the cultural category. In order to answer the research question, this study will utilize the national Election Survey of 2008 from the Micro Case program (LeRoy 2013). 

A. Concept and Variables 
For this given research, the resent survey data appear to be the most accurate to use. The support for gun control is the identified dependent variable which will remain the same for this study. It is variable number 47, from the NES 2008 file and has an ordinal level of measurement. It asks the public of what is their opinion about the gun control rules that are offered by the federal government. Later on, the research will explain the different factors, independent variables, that effect the public opinion about gun control rules. The variable asks the following question to respondents: Do you think federal government should make it more difficult for people to buy gun than it is now?” It offers two options to answer: “The government should make it more difficult to access guns; “The government should keep gun control rules same as they are. The responses cover the individual’s perception in relation to gun control rules.

For this research, the chosen independent variables are expected to show some effect the shape the public opinion on gun control rules. The variables chosen are: Party, Ideology, education, sex, age, race and religion and age. Each of this independent variable will be discussed and analyzed formerly. The numbers indicated the variables for MicroCase NES 2008 data file. The research gathered from this can then be use to answer the research question.
Political Views
1. (7) PARTY- This variable is dividing the population of the USA into three political affiliations based on the political preferences and opinions and this split them into three categories: Republicans, Independents, and Democrats. This is considered an ordinal variable.
2. (75) IDEOLOGY-  This variable shows the political ideology of the participants on this research and represent them on different categories: Liberal, moderate, and conservative. This is an ordinal variable.
Social Views
3. (4) EDUCATION- This variable shows the education background of the participant on the survey. It split them into four categories. No high school degree, high school degree, some college degree, and having a college degree. This variable is ordinal.
4. (1) SEX-This variable divided the participants into two categories, male and female. This is a nominal variable.
5. (12) AGE-This variable divides the respondents of this survey into three categories based on age range. The first category is under 30,30 to 39 and last is the 65 and above. However, this data will be collapse to the following: under 30 and 40 and above to combine the ones under the “same category”. This is an ordinal variable.

Cultural Views
6. (2) RACE-This variable is based the survey of participant’s race that divides them into different racial categories: White, Black, Hispanic, and Asian. This is a nominal variable.
7. (13) RELIGION- This variable is divided into four categories: Liberal Protestant, Conservative Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and none. This is a nominal variable.

B. Hypotheses
Hypothesis 1: People who consider themselves Democrats are more likely to support a stricter gun control rules.
There is a big expectation on the difference between the Democrats and Republican’s opinion on strict gun control rules. When asked a general question about whether to create stricter gun laws, most Republicans are expected to oppose that direction, while most Democrats may support it. Democrats are much more likely to see gun violence as a very big problem.
Hypothesis 2: Individuals who follow a conservative ideology are more likely to oppose the strict gun control laws.
For this hypothesis, since we expect that Republicans do not support stricter gun control laws and most Republicans are considered conservative, then conservatives should have the same opinion on not having a strict gun control rules and regulations. For conservatives have a long standing belief that the right to bear arms is God given, guaranteed founding documents of this country.
Hypothesis 3: People with higher educational level are more likely to support a tougher gun control rules.
This hypothesis is looking at the amount of the education the respondent has in relationship to their views of strict gun control. Expecting that the well-educated individuals would support rules against guns. 
Hypothesis 4: Males are more likely to be against stricter gun control rules than females.
There is evidence that men tend to own more guns than women. Many men are very interested in buying guns and collecting them than women who do not think the same. It is reasonable to assume that men do not support tougher gun control rules since most of men own guns.
Hypothesis 5: People who are 40 and above are more likely to support strict gun control laws than those under 30.
There are many evidence that older people are wiser and they are less risk taking. It is also reasonable to say that they would have a more protective opinion on guns than young individuals. 
Hypothesis 6: Individuals of white ethnic group are more likely to oppose strict gun rules than non-white.
Whites are more likely to oppose laws because they own more guns than any other race said Rich Morin (2014). The American citizen most likely to own a gun are the white Americans. There are so many reasons for this which is the ability to protect their families, insecure about their place in the job and beset by racial fears.

Hypothesis 7: Protestants are more likely to oppose strict gun control rules than Catholics.
According to Stephen Merino (2018) Protestants compared with Catholics, are more likely to own handguns because there is a stricter religious believe followed by the Catholics. Moreover, there is a complex relationship between religion and guns. There is a significant relationship between church attendance and the degree of empowerment gun owners derive from owning guns. This is also an evidence that self-estimated religiosity is negatively related to gun empowerment and positively associated with support of various gun control measures.

C. Research Methods:
This research will be based on secondary analysis from the NES 2008 file, which is made of 2232 respondents. In cooperation with the Methodist University in Political Science: An introduction to Using Microcase (Leroy 2013). The data was compiled within the Microcase program. Within the files, there are 552 variables based on answers to the survey question given to respondents with a wide range in variables.
          For the paper, it will use cross-tabulation between the dependent and independent variables to examine its relationship. The dependent variable will be the raw variable, and the independent variable will be the column variable. In the analysis, column percentages will be utilized to identify if there is a relationship between the two variables.
In addition, to be able to distinguish the strength of the relationship between the variables, statistical significance will be used. This will determine the probability of the relationship that occurs. In case that the probability is less than 0.05 then the relationship will be considered statistically significant as there is less than 5% chance that the relationship has occurred by only by chance.

Aside from probability, the strength of these relationships is determined by the measurement of association which will be dependent on a certain variable. For the variables chosen on this research, GUN CONTROL, PARTY, IDEOLOGY, EDUCATION and AGE each have an ordinal level of measurement and will therefore measure using Gamma. On the other hand, RELIGION, SEX and RACE are nominal and will be measured using Cramer’s V. The scale to be use for this interpretation is the following:
If V or Gamma is less than 0.1, the relationship between the variables is too weak to be used.

If V or Gamma is between 0.1 and 0.9, the relationship between the variables is weak.

If V or Gamma is between 0.20 and 0.29, the relationship between the variables is moderate.

If V or Gamma is between 0.30 and above, then relationship between the variables is strong.

In the next section, findings and analysis, will use this methodology to assist in determining the public opinion on strict gun control laws.




 Finding and Data Analysis
The main purpose of this section is to test all of the hypotheses from the methodology section. Following the tests, all of the findings will be analyzed and explained as presented in this section. The cross tabulation will be used from MicroCase (2013) software. Each of the hypotheses will be described through the result of the cross tabulation between the variables. The dependent variable used in the paper will be the same var 139) GUN CONT to operationalize the concept of gun control rules. In this paper the dependent variable 139) GUN CON will be collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same. The data from the cross tabulation will be exhibited using contingency Tables 1-7. Finally, a conclusion will be given at the end of this section and will give a final touch to summarize the findings of this research paper.
A.  Support for Gun Control Rules by Democratic Party 
The first hypothesis states that those who are identified us democrats are more likely to support stricter gun control laws made by the federal government. This hypothesis is operationalized using the variable 7) Party as an independent variable which poses the question “Do you think the federal Government should make it more difficult for people to buy a gun than it is now, make it easier for people to buy a gun, or keep this rules about the same as they are now? “This independent variable will be tested against 139) Gun Control as a dependent variable that denotes the support for strict gun control. Table 1 will show the result of the cross tabulation between Support for gun control and party identification. In the contingency table, we can see three categories listed on the top, which indicates the independent variable: “Democrats, “Independent” “Republican” and “Other”. Respondent who answered that they want the gun control laws to stay the same, and respondents who answer that they want the gun control to stay the same have been collapsed into the “Same “category. 
In the left side of the table, there are three categories listed which characterizes the dependent variable: support for more difficult gun control laws. Variable 139) GUN CON has been collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same, and of respondents who also answered that, they want the gun control laws to become easier or less strict.

	
Table 1. Support for gun control by Party identification

	
Party identification

	Gun control






	

	
DEMOCRAT
	
INDEPENDEN
	
REPUBLICAN
	
MISSING

	

TOTAL



	
	MORE DIFF
	59%
(421)

	49.5%
(34)

	34.7%
(177)

	
(16)

	49.8%
(14)


	
	SAME
	40%
(291)

	50.5%
(348)

	65.3%
(333)

	
(8)

	50.2%
(14)

	
	Missing
	11
	6
	4
	1
	0

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(712)

	100.0%
(689)
	100.0%
(510)
	(25)
	100.0%
(27)

	
                                                            P=0.00                      Gamma = 0.225



In terms of the statistical significant of the cross tabulation test result of prob =0.000 this implies that there is a 0 % probability that the relationship between the two variables has accrued by chance, and therefore this relationship is statistically significant. Since the dependent variable is nominal and the independent variable is ordinal, the measurement of this association used in this cross tabulation is Gamma. The result found Gamma = 0.225, which demonstrates that the two variables have a moderate relationship with each other in terms of strength.
When observing the data represented on Table 1, it is clear that 59% of respondents who are democrats support a stricter gun control laws but only 34% of those who are republicans do support gun control. On the opposition point of view those who are republicans, 65% of them wants the gun control to stay the same and only 40% of the democrats do support gun control to stray the same. After the observation, it is clear that the data findings support the hypothesis that those who identify themselves are more likely to support strict gun control laws.
After all, the result that have comes from this cross tabulation comparison can contribute to various factors. According to the testing of this hypothesis, the respondent’s party identification is an important factor that shapes their views, which is gun control. In addition, it is noticeable that the variation between independents and democrats who support difficult laws on gun control is not significant. In the other hand, Republicans are the ones who least likely to support strict gun control laws. The party affiliation could shape and influence the respondent opinion with regard to gun control laws. Having this data finding, it is very important for the public to choose the right candidate that would do the best to protect the countries interest and advocate the people’s opinion of gun control rules.
B. Gun Control by political ideology
The second hypothesis assumes that those individuals who identify themselves with conservative ideologies are more likely to oppose the strict gun control laws. This hypothesis is operationalized using the variable 75) IDEPLOGY as an independent variable which asks the respondents to classify themselves into positions along the political preference. This independent variable will be tasted against 139) GUN CONT   as a dependent variable that poses the question of “Do you think the federal Government should make it more difficult for people to buy a gun than it is now, make it easier for people to buy a gun, or keep this rules about the same as they are now? Table 2 demonstrates the result of the cross tabulation between Political Ideology and Gun Control laws.
Similarly, to previse cross tabulation section, Variable 139) GUN CON has been collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category comprises represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same, and of respondents who also answered that they want the gun control laws to become easier or less strict then it is. The categories for the dependent variables are listed along the left hand side of the table.
For the independent variable, there are three categories listed across the top of the contingency table. The categories are divided into “Liberal”, “Moderate”, and “Conservative.
	
Table 2. Support for gun control by Political Ideology

	
Political Ideology

	
Gun control





	

	
Liberal
	
Moderate


	
Conservative
	
Missing

	

Total



	
	MORE DIFF
	64.4%
(163)

	48.1%
(427)

	34.5%
(141)

	
(304)

	47.2%
(730)


	
	SAME
	35.6%
(90)

	51.9%
(460)

	65.5%
(267)

	
(226)

	52.8%
(817)

	
	Missing
	
2
	
10
	
4
	
9
	
25

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(253)

	100.0%
(887)
	100.0%
(408)
	100.0%
(538)
	
(1548)

	
P=0.00                      Gamma = 0.336




From Table 2 cross tabulation, a test significance was done, which has produced a prob= 0.000. This tells us there is a 0% probability that the relationship occurred by chance. On the top of that, the measure of association between the two variables generated a Gamma of 0.336, which tells us that the two variables have a moderate relationship with each other.
Looking into the content table, only 34% of respondents who have conservative ideology who support strict gun control observable. This is a low percentage when compared to the rest of the political ideology percentage of support to gun control laws: under “The More Difficult” category, 64.4 of liberals support more difficult gun control rules and moderate ideology is about 48.1. On the opposite spectrum under the “Same” category, there is an opposite pattern. Those who are conservative, 65.5% of them want the gun control laws to stay the same and only 35% of liberals do not support that gun control stay the same as they are. It is clear that the data findings support the hypothesis that people with conservative ideology are more likely to oppose having stricter gun control laws.
When comparing this hypothesis to the previous one, which is similar in nature, this finding could attribute to various factors. Somewhat it is clear that larger differences emerge among political ideological groups more generally. Conservative are more likely to be against gun control than liberals, although liberals more than make up this difference in saying that gun control would be one of many factors they take into account. Moderate voters feel less intensely about the issue than either conservatives or liberals. With these findings, in the aim of pushing forward for gun control for the safety of the American people. The is need for all political ideologies to come up for agreement on what the government should do with gun control to protect the safety of the nation.
C. Gun control by Education
The third hypothesis to this paper is “People with higher educational level are more likely to support a tougher gun control rules.” With the idea in mind that Americans with less education are more likely to be gun owners. In this paper, the concept of education is operationalized using the variable 4) EDUCATION from the MacroCase Software, which will be the independent variable to the cross tabulation. It will be tested with 139) GUN CONT that is the dependent variable representing the support for strict gun control laws. Table 3 will show the results of the cross tabulation between support for stricter gun control by the education level of the respondents.
	
Table 3. Support for gun control by Education

	
Level of Education

	
Gun control

                  Gun control




	

	No High School Degree
	

High School Degree
	Some college 
	College Graduate

	
Total



	
	MORE DIFF
	52.8%
(141)

	50.2%
(331)

	47.2%
(276)

	50.7%
(287)

	49.8%
(1035)


	
	SAME
	47.2%
(126)

	49.8. %
(328)

	52.8%
(309)

	49.3%
(279)

	50.2%
(1043)

	
	Missing
	
6
	
7
	
6
	
5
	
25

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(268)

	100.0%
(659)
	100.0%
(585)
	100.0%
(566)
	
2077

	
P=0.00                      Gamma = 0.04




As it is shown on Table 3 there, are four categories; listed on the top, which are meant to characterize the in dependent variable: “No High School Degree”, “High School Degree, “Some College,” and “College Graduate.” These categories represent the level of education that each of the correspondent has. For the dependent variable, it is listed along the left hand side of the table. Variable 139) GUN CON was collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category comprises represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same, and of respondents who also answered that they want the gun control laws to become easier or less strict then it is. 
Since both variables in this cross tabulation are ordinal, the result yielded a Gamma of 0.04. Which tells us that this relationship has rather weak strength. As for the test f statistical significance, this finding yielded a prob= 0.458 which can be interpreted as there is 45.8% probability that the relationship occurred by chance. 
Looking at the content table, we can observe that merely 52.8% of those with no high school degree support a more difficult gun control rules. In the other opposition, those who are college graduates (50.7%) that support tougher gun control laws. It is observable that within the “More Difficult” category, the percentages of those who oppose gun control decreases as the education level increases. In addition, for those who do not have high school degrees, 47% expressed that they would rather want the federal government to keep gun control the same. This is a moderate percentage in compare to the other categories, in which 52% of some College oppose the change on gun control laws. Therefore, the small difference in the categories clearly demonstrates that the finding does not support the hypothesis that those with higher education would support a strict gun control laws. The data of this cross tabulation clearly demonstrates that this hypothesis is proven wrong. 
This is a very interesting finding and could be a result of various factors. It is hypothesizing that those with high education level are more likely to support strict gun control. Because educational level reflects the public opinion and awareness of how serious is the gun problem in this nation, thus those who have received a better education are more conscious of how harmful is the gun violence and the problem of crime related to gun ownership. However, this assumption is not reflected in the finding of this data. An explanation to this discovery could be that the respondent’s opinion is shaped by another factor that is stronger than education and it is wise that are more political.
Another possible explanation to this relationship is that the independent variable, Education level, used in this cross tabulation could have some missing data. The possibility of missing data effects greatly the issue of whether this sample data can be applied to the general population or not.
D. Gun control by Gender 
The fourth hypothesis proposes that males are more likely to dislike government restriction on guns. In the operationalizing the concept of gender, variable 1) SEX will be used. This independent variable is a question posed to respondents of what gender they have. In introducing the cross tabulation for this hypothesis, the dependent variable will be tested with 139) GUN CONT, which operationalizes support for gun control laws. Table 4 displays the results of the result of the cross tabulation between the support for making gun control more difficult or keep it the same in the opinion of both genders.
	
Table 2. Support for gun control by Gender

	
Gender

	
Gun control






	

	
Male
	
Female


	

Total



	
	MORE DIFF
	39.6%
(360)

	57.8%
(674)

	49.8%
(1035)


	
	SAME
	60.4%
(551)

	42.2%
(492)

	50.2%
(1043)

	
	Missing
	
7
	
18
	
25

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(911)

	100.0%
(1166)
	
2077

	
P= 0.00                      Cramer’s V = 0.202



Within the table, there are two categories listed across the top of the contingency table representing the independent variable. The categories are divided into “Female” “Male”. As for the dependent variable, it is displayed along the left hand side table. Variable 139) GUN CONT has been collapsed into two categories; “More Difficult” and “Same.” The “More Difficult” category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category comprises represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same.
Since the independent variable nominal, and the dependent variable is ordinal, the measure in this cross tabulation is Cramer’s V. The cross tabulation for this relationship produced a Cramer’s 0.202. This tells us that there is a moderate relationship between the two variables. Furthermore, the test of statistical produced a prob = 0.00. This implies that there is 0% probability that this relationship occurred by chance, which is a significant for our research.
The data in this table demonstrates that only 39% male support difficult gun control laws. In the other, side 57.8 female support strict gun control rules. In the “Same” category female is only 42.2% who support that the gun rules stay the same. While 60.4 % of male respondents support that gun, rules stay the same. This is a high percentage in comparison to the other categories, in in which only 40% support gun control. This large difference in the two categories clearly demonstrates that the finding supports the hypothesis that males are more likely to dislike government restriction on gun control. The descriptive association between gender and position on gun policy raises the question of whether the association is meaningful, or simply an artifact of other variables associated with both variables. Clearly, gender play a big role in making difference regarding to policymaking and gun control policy. It seems that gender is an important predictor of one’s position on gun policy. 
E. Gun control by Age 
The fifth hypothesis states that young people are more likely to oppose strict gun control rules. In this research paper, the concept of age will be operationalized using the variable 12) AGE, which represent how old they respondents are. Age will be the independent variable tested with 139), which is the dependent variable used for the support for strict gun control rules. The cross tabulation for both variables will be demonstrated in Table 8.





	
Table 2. Support for gun control by Age

	
Age

	    Gun control







	

	
<30
	
30-39


	
40-49
	
50-64

	

65+



	
	MORE DIFF
	55.9%
(196)

	50.3%
(205)

	48.2%
(182)

	50.7%
(278)

	44.1%
(174)


	
	SAME
	44.1%
(155)

	49.7%
(202)

	51.8%
(195)

	49.3%
(270)

	55.9%
(221)

	
	Missing
	
3
	
1
	
5
	
5
	
12

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(351)

	100.0%
(407)
	100.0%
(377)
	100.0%
(548)
	100.0%
(395)

	
P=0.027                      Gamma = 0.08



Age, as the independent variable, is displayed across the top of the table with four categories: “below 30 years,” “30 to39 years,” “40 to 49,” and above 60. The dependent variable, Gun control, is displayed along the left hand corner of the table. The result has been collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same, and of respondents who also answered that, they want the gun control laws to become easier or less strict. The test of statistical significance for this cross tabulation produced a prob of = 0.027 this value signifies the 27% probability that this relationship could occur by chance. On top of that, the measure of association of this hypothesis yielded a Cramer’s V of 0.08, which tells us that there is a weak strength between the two variables.
When observing the table, it is noticeable that 55% representing respondents below 30 years old are more likely to support strict gun control. This is higher than the percentage of 44% representing respondents with above 50 years old, who seem to be less likely to support strict gun control. On the other hand, 50.3% of respondents with the age of 30 to 39 has the same opinion compared to the respondent of the age between 50 and 60 years who also have 50% support for strict gun control. This hypothesis is proven wrong according to the cross tabulation data distribution.

Clearly, age can make a big importance in making policies regarding to the gun control rules. Although it is not significant contribution. This is perhaps most surprising given the divide that typically occurs between age groups when it comes to opinions on gun control. Young people might have been affected lately by the mass shooting happening in all over the country so it is quite logical that they are calling for more restriction on firearms. In the other hand older people tend to be more traditional and more related to the constitution and the right to bear arms as a given right. 


F. Gun control by Race 
The sixth hypothesis states that individuals of white ethnic group are more likely to oppose strict gun control. This hypothesis is operationalized using the variable 2) RACE as an independent variable which asks the respondents to classify themselves into positions along the political preference. This independent variable will be tasted against 139) GUN CONT as a dependent variable that poses the question of “Do you think the federal Government should make it more difficult for people to buy a gun than it is now, make it easier for people to buy a gun, or keep this rules about the same as they are now? Table 6 demonstrates the result of the cross tabulation between race and gun control laws in the opinion of the respondents.

	
Table 2. Support for gun control by Race

	
Race

	    Gun control

                                       





	

	
ASIAN
	
BLACK


	
HISP/LAT
	
WHITE

	

MISSING



	
	MORE DIFF
	66.7%
(31)

	59.3%
(148)

	59.4%
(97)

	46.5%
(717)

	
42

	
	SAME
	33.3%
(16)

	40.7%
(102)

	40.6%
(66)

	53.5%
(823)

	
36

	
	Missing
	
0
	
2
	
2
	
18
	
2

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(47)

	100.0%
(250)
	100.0%
(163)
	100.0%
(1540)
	
80



Along the left side of the table, there are two categories listed which characterizes the dependent variable: support for more difficult gun control laws. Variable 139) GUN CON has been collapsed into three categories; “More Difficult “and “Same.” The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same.  The independent variable will be tested in the contingency table, we can see four categories listed on the top, which indicates the independent variable: “Asian,” “Black,” “Hisp/Lat,” and “white”.
From the ross tabulation, a test of statistical significance was done, which has produced a prob =0.00. This tells us that there is a 0% probability that the relationship occurred by chance. On top of that, the measure of association between the two variables generated a Cramer’s V of 0.116, which tells us that the two variables have s very week relationship with each other. Thus strength can also be seen through the contrast of distribution table 6.
Looking into the distribution of the data within Table, it is observable that 66% of respondents who are Asian responded that they are more likely to support a more difficult gun control laws but only 46.5% of those who are whites support a more difficult gun control laws. Respondents who are blacks and Hispanic have responded almost the same 59.3% and 59.4% are for stricter gun control. On the other hand, only 33.3 % wants gun control rules to stay the same while 53.5 of whites prefer that gun control laws stay unchangeable or even wants for the federal government to make them easier. Therefore, using the data findings, we can conclude that it supports the hypothesis that those with white race are more likely to oppose stricter gun control rules then support them.
In general, some people are more likely to view guns as a method of empowerment than others. The data suggests this is more common amongst white race then other race. This conclusion might be due to the fact that the notion of openly carrying weapons is a new dimension of gun ownership that is explicitly and increasingly available to white Americans but implicitly denied to other races in Americans.
G. Gun control by Religion
The seventh hypothesis states that with protestants faith tent to dislike strict gun control rules then those who are Catholics. Religious views in this research will be operationalized using variable 13) RELIG that poses the question which asks the question” What do you consider yourself?” This independent variable will be displayed across the top of the Table 7with three categories: “Protestant,” “Catholic,” and “Jewish”. This variable will be tested with the dependent variable 139) GUN CONT which represents the public opinion on gun control rules. This dependent variable will be displayed along the left hand side of Table 7. This variable has been collapsed into two categories, “More Difficult” and “Same”. The “More Difficult” Category comprises of respondents who have answered that the federal government should make the gun control laws more difficult and stricter. The “Same” category represents the respondents who have stated in their answer that they want the federal government to keep the gun control rules the same.
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Table 1. Support for gun control by Religious Views

	
Religion

	    Gun control







	

	
PROTESTANTS
	
CATHOLIC
	
JEWISH

	

OTHER



	
	MORE DIFF
	39.4%
(221)

	            52.9%
(213)

	   84.1%
(22)

	57.5%
(324)


	
	SAME
	60.6%
(340)

	   47.1%
(190)

	15.9%
(4)

	42.5%
(240)

	
	Missing
	11
	5
	0
	4

	
	TOTAL
	100.0%
(561)

	100.0%
(403)
	100.0%
(26)
	100.0%
(564)

	
                                                            P=0.00                      Gamma = 0.20



The test of statistical significance for this cross tabulation produced a prob= 0.000. The relationship between the two variables is therefore significant because there is 0% chance this relationship didn’t occurred by any chance. When talking about the strength and measure of association for the relationship between the variables presented on the cross tabulation table. Cramer’s V = 0.20 this demonstrate that this variable has a moderate relationship.

From what we can analyze according to the data distribution between gun control and religious views, the result given support the hypothesis. The respondents who considered themselves as protestants have a percentage of 39.34 that support strict gun control while 53% of catholic do support that gun control rules should become stricter. However, in the other category protestants have a higher percentage of 60.6% that is pro-gun control staying the same while only 41.1% of respondent who identify themselves with catholic views wants the gun rules to stay the same. This findings, therefore supports the hypothesis that those who identify themselves as protestant are more likely to oppose strict gun control rules than those who consider themselves as Catholics.
After this research one can argue that religious use view plays a significant impact on the public opinion on gun control rules. Religion has always been a big impact on society and how some policies should be handle depending on different groups views and perspectives. We can say that this can somehow be beneficial in a way that makes people understand the way religious views can sharp a whole society opinion about a certain aspects and produce a variety of different opinion which at the end should not lead to a conflict but a collective beneficial agreement. It is also interesting finding out that some public opinion on politics are driven by religious believes. With this in mind policy makers should make sure that the public opinion has to distinguish between religious aspects and political aspects because they are very different and society is in need for more objective perspective about certain issues as gun control rules.
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